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Heaviest Stringer - 1st Aaron Mechanical - 
Jackson Packing. More pictures on page 22.

Branch Manager Nick Williams.
More pictures on page B8.

33RD Annual TACCA Greater 
San Antonio Fishing 

Tournament

Solar Supply of Brenham TX 
Customer Appreciation

HARDI Annual Conference Frontier
The 2026 HARDI Annual Conference 

will take place from December 7–10, 2026, 
at the Marriott Marquis San Diego Marina in 
San Diego, California 

Brought to you by the Heating, 
Air-conditioning & Refrigeration 
Distributors International (HARDI), this 
flagship 4-day event serves as the ultimate 
gathering for North American HVACR 
wholesale distributors, manufacturers, and 
vendor partners. 

The theme for the 2026 conference is 
“Frontier”.  Based on attendee feedback, 
the event now shifts to a Monday through 
Thursday schedule.  The event typically 
draws over 2,200 attendees, including 
hundreds of executive and director-level 
wholesaler representatives and over 260 
Booth Program vendors.  

The curated educational content is split 
into three core tracks designed to help entire 
teams implement strategies for organizational 
growth.  Focused on leadership, internal 
structural improvements, and team retention.  
Exploring the macroeconomic environment, 

complex sales trends, supply chain changes, 
and regulatory policy shifts. 

Providing practical tools to optimize sales 
strategies and capitalize on changing technology 
(such as AI applications in distribution) 

In addition to traditional breakout 
sessions and keynotes, attendees can connect 
during the Opening Reception, the action-
packed Booth Program & Solutions Center, 
and the final Closing Reception. 

Keynote Speakers
ASTRONAUT CHRIS HADFIELD 
A former commander of the International 

Space Station, Chris spent more than three 
decades serving the Canadian Space Agency, 
NASA, and the Royal Canadian Air Force. 

CHIEF ECONOMIST DR. ANIRBAN 
BASU 

Anirban founded Sage Policy Group in 
2004. He has been called an economist with 
a sense of humor, which is considered high 
praise in the dismal science. 

HARDI MARKET INTELLIGENCE 
TIM FISHER & GRACE HELSER 
HARDI Market Intelligence experts Tim 

Fisher and Grace Helser specialize in HVACR 
market research, industry benchmarking, 
and economic analysis, helping distributors 
navigate trends with confidence.  

AUTHOR STEVE MCCLATCHY 
Steve McClatchy is a New York Times 

bestselling author and internationally 
recognized keynote speaker who helps 
leaders work smarter, reduce stress, and 
achieve lasting success through practical, 
engaging strategies. 

KEYNOTE MIKE MARKS 
Mike Marks co-founded the Indian 

River Consulting Group in April 1987. He 
began his consulting practice after working 
in distribution management for more than 
20 years. 

KEYNOTE KYLE SCHEELE 
Kyle Scheele is a nationally recognized 

keynote speaker who helps organizations 
unlock creativity and innovation through 
engaging, actionable presentations that inspire 
audiences to turn bold ideas into reality. 

The full Agenda for the conference is 
now available online at hardiconference.com 

Red Oak, Texas - Bill Taylor, of Dallas, 
is helping open doors for himself and other 
deaf students in Texas State Technical 
College’s HVAC program. 

“TSTC has given me the hope and 
knowledge that I can do it,” he said. “It’s very 
important for people to know that deaf people 
can do the job, they can go to school, they can 
learn, they can do it.” 

Taylor originally worked as a teacher’s 
assistant, aiding children in elementary school 
who were deaf, but decided to take his career 
in a new direction. He found that path when his 
house’s electrical systems began presenting 
issues, including the air conditioner. 

“I haven’t really trusted a lot of people when 
it comes to hiring and overcharging,” he said. “I 
decided I would like to try and fix stuff myself.” 

Even though TSTC’s HVAC program 
presented some communication issues for Taylor, 
he was met with support from interpreters, 

his fellow students, online resources, and the 
instructors, especially Bryan Dorazil. 

“He actually learned basic sign language 
for me,” Taylor said. “Reading certain sentences 
is really hard, but he explains and breaks those 
words down so I can understand. He’s very 
patient with me, so it’s been awesome.” 

Dorazil called Taylor a dedicated student.

“I haven’t had a student that has more 
drive to learn HVAC than Bill,” he said. “I am 
extremely proud of him and how much he has 
progressed since (he started the program). I look 
forward to seeing his success in the HVAC field.” 

Taylor plans to receive his certificate of 
completion from TSTC’s North Texas campus 
in May. He hopes to work in residential HVAC 
and possibly own his own business one day, but 
he has an even more important goal. 

“I really just want to be an honest person, 
and I really want to give TSTC a good name, (so 
customers) know that that’s where I graduated 
from and they know that HVAC technicians 
who come from TSTC are trustworthy,” he said. 

TSTC’s Access and Learning 
Accommodations office offers a variety of 
resources to students with disabilities to aid them 
in their education. For more information, go to 
tstc.edu/access-and-learning-accommodations. 

For more info on TSTC, go to tstc.edu.

TSTC HVAC Student Makes a Name for Himself, and Others 
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For more information or to 
enroll in the PRO Tech program, 
download or update to the latest 
version of Rinnai Central, or 
visit www.rinnai.us/professional/
pro-tech-program. 

Product News

Peachtree City, Ga. — Rinnai America Corporation, a 
leading manufacturer of innovative, energy-efþcient water 
heating and home comfort solutions, has announced the 
launch of PRO Tech, a unique loyalty program that recognizes 
individual plumbers and HVAC contractors who install and 
register Rinnai products. 

Created for installers across the U.S. and Canada, the 
PRO Tech loyalty program awards exclusive perks for eligible 
Rinnai products that are installed and registered through the 
Rinnai Central app. Simply install the product, register it 
and begin working toward perks. Unlike some other loyalty 
programs, the beneþts stay with the individual, regardless of 
the company they work for. 

As registrations increase, participants unlock increasingly 
valuable merchandise, from premium drinkware and outdoor gear 
to professional grade tools and more. Better yet, both perks and 
progress stay with the participant, even if changing employers. 

òThe PROs in the þeld who install our products are 
essential to Rinnaiõs success, and weõre excited to introduce 
a loyalty program created speciþcally for them,ó said Frank 
Windsor, President of Rinnai America Corporation. “Every 
day, they bring the skill, dedication and professionalism that 
our customers expect, and PRO Tech is one more way to say 
thank you while helping bring our commitment to Creating a 
Healthier Way of Living to life.ó 

Anyone can participate, including technicians working 
independently, afþliated with a Rinnai PRO Network company, 
a Rinnai Member company, or an out of network company. In 

addition, when a PRO Tech account is linked to a Rinnai PRO 
Network company, the company earns Rinnai Reward Points 
while the technician earns separate perks, ensuring both beneþt 
from every eligible registration. 

PRO Tech is accessed through the Rinnai Central 
mobile app, where users can register eligible products, 
simplify installation and startup, access training and product 
information, and earn and track perks through one streamlined 
experience built for the jobsite. 

Rinnai Launches PRO Tech, First-Ever Loyalty Program 
for Plumbing & HVAC Installers

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION
www.transtaracsupply.com

STORE LOCATIONS
STAFFORD 

3535 S. Main 
Stafford, TX 77477 

281-499-3377 

AIRLINE 
4315 Airline Drive

 Houston, TX 77022
 713-681-97877 

BRENHAM
 1700 Buchanan Street

 Brenham, TX 77833
979-830-5056

1960
 10509 FM 1960 W 
Houston, TX 77070 

281-890-2108

I-10 
10814 East Freeway 
Houston, TX 77029 

713-671-0114

ALVIN
 225 West Coombs Drive 

Alvin, TX 77511 
281-585-2600

GULF FREEWAY
 8485 Gulf Freeway 
Houston, TX 77017 

713-920-2222
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• 100 - 400 MBH

• 83% Thermal Efficiency

• Standard or Separated Combustion All-in-One Units

• 20-Gauge Aluminized Steel Tubular Heat Exchanger

• 83% Thermal Efficiency

• Direct Spark Ignition System

• Power Vented

• Redundant Single Stage Gas Valve

• Rear Burner Access for Ease of Service

• Individually Adjustable and Removable Horizontal Louvers

• 10-Year Heat Exchanger, Flue Collector and Burner Warranty

The Sterling “XF” Series Convertible Venting Type Tubular 
Gas-Fired Unit Heater offers a highly efficient, extremely 

durable alternative to the traditional clam shell design. These 
propeller and blower type units combine the latest tubular 

heat exchanger and in-shot burner technology with the quality 
and reliability you have come to know from Sterling. Units have been 

certified by ETL as providing 83% thermal (combustion) efficiency.

The Sterling “XF/XC” unit heater is ETL certified in accordance with 
categories I and III venting requirements. This certification allows 

units to be vented both vertically and horizontally using either single 
wall or double wall venting materials. Available as an accessory 
option, Sterling offers a Combustion Air Inlet Kit that allows for 

concentric venting of both combustion and exhaust air systems 
through one termination.

Sterling “XF/XC” units utilize a direct spark pilotless ignition of the burner, providing fast heat delivery. This highly reliable and efficient ignition system 
incorporates an integrated electronic control board to regulate the system sequence of operation, including an externally mounted LED indicator for simple 

troubleshooting. Designed with the service person in mind, ignition and fan controls are located in one centrally located control panel.

XF SERIES

Call or Text to Check Stock or Log Into Centuryhvac.com

Convertible Venting Type
Tubular Gas-Fired Unit Heater

POWERFUL HEAT  -  LASTING PERFORMANCE

FEATURES

ADDITIONAL VENTING FLEXIBILITY

DIRECT SPARK IGNITION SYSTEM & CONTROL ACCESSIBILITY

Belton
1001 S. Wheat Road Bldg 1

Belton, Texas 76513
254-440-9675

Cedar Park
1700 La Jaita Dr.

Cedar Park, TX 78613
512-528-9675

Dallas
2646 Manana Dr
Dallas, TX 75220

972-241-7007

Fort Worth
4600 Airport Freeway
Fort Worth, TX 76117

817-831-9675

La Feria
212 E Express 83

La Feria, TX 78559
956-507-7968

Mansfield
619 S. Wisteria St

Mansfield, TX 76063
817-435-9675

Mesquite
2900 Live Oak

Mesquite, TX 75150
972-270-2465

Richardson
1451 Exchange Drive
Richardson, TX 75081

972-470-9119

San Antonio
12375 Wetmore Rd

San Antonio, TX 78247
210-377-3991

San Antonio West
515 Richland Hills Dr Bldg #2

San Antonio, TX 78245
210-591-1910

San Marcos
1551 Clovis Barker Rd. Ste 201

San Marcos, TX 78666
512-392-1114

South Austin
1711 Frate Barker Rd

Austin, TX 78748
512-280-9675

Waco
4530 Speight Ave.

Waco, TX 76711
254-296-0505
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Robert Madden Industries Acquires Shore Distributors, Inc. 

Lubbock, Texas — Robert Madden 
Industries, a family-owned HVAC 
distributor, today announced the acquisition 
of Shore Distributors, Inc., a family-owned 
HVAC and plumbing distributor serving the  
Delmarva Peninsula. 

Founded in Salisbury, Maryland 
in 1946, Shore Distributors has built a 
longstanding reputation for dependable 
service, knowledgeable support, and strong 
relationships with contractors, employees, 
vendors, and the communities it serves. The 
company operates 11 locations throughout 
Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia and 
provides a broad selection of residential and 
commercial HVAC and plumbing equipment, 
parts, and supplies, including Bryant and 
Carrier heating and cooling products. 

“Shore Distributors has built an 
incredible business over the past 80 years by 
taking care of its employees, customers, and 
communities,” said Ron Madden, President 
of Robert Madden Industries. “As another 
family-owned company, we have tremendous 
respect for what it takes to build a business 
across generations and the responsibility that 
comes with carrying that legacy forward. 
Shore’s values closely align with our mission 

of Building Dependable Partnerships, and 
we are honored that the Morris family has 
entrusted Robert Madden Industries with the 
next chapter of the company.” 

“Knowing Robert & Ron Madden for 
over 25 years, having served on various 
Bryant and Carrier national distributor and 
factory committees, I know how committed 
they are to their customers’ and associates’ 
success, operating with high ethics and 
integrity. Through this, Ron, our wives, 
and I have developed a strong personal 
relationship. When Shore’s ownership 
decided it was time to pass the torch, I 
made one phone call, and it was to Ron. 
This process could not have gone more 
smoothly, bringing two high-performing, 
family-owned, independent distributors 
under one umbrella. Shore Distributors 
will continue to grow and thrive under the 
RMI umbrella.” said John Morris, CEO of  
Shore Distributors. 

The acquisition represents a significant 
geographic expansion for Robert Madden 
Industries and brings together two companies 
with extensive experience representing 
Bryant and Carrier products. The combination 
strengthens Robert Madden Industries’ 

ability to serve HVAC and plumbing 
contractors through an expanded distribution 
network, increased inventory resources, 
technical expertise, training opportunities, 
and contractor-focused programs. 

“Our immediate priority is listening 
to Shore’s employees and customers and 
learning from the experience of its team,” 
said Casey Yates, Vice President of Robert 
Madden Industries. “Growth is most 
meaningful when it strengthens our ability to 
support the people and businesses we serve. 
By bringing together the strengths of both 
organizations, we can expand resources and 
opportunities while preserving the personal 
service and local relationships.” 

As Robert Madden Industries and Shore 
Distributors come together, maintaining the 
relationships and service Shore customers 
have relied on for generations will remain 
a priority. Shore’s associates will continue 
serving contractors throughout Maryland, 
Delaware, and Virginia, supported by Robert 
Madden Industries’ additional resources. 

About Shore Distributors, Inc. 
Founded in 1946 and headquartered in 

Salisbury, Maryland, Shore Distributors, Inc. 
is a wholesale distributor of residential and 
commercial HVAC and plumbing equipment, 
parts, and supplies. The company operates in 
11 locations across Maryland, Delaware, and 
Virginia and serves contractors throughout 
the Delmarva Peninsula. Shore Distributors 
provides quality products, knowledgeable 
support, technical assistance, training, and 
dependable customer service. 

About Robert Madden Industries 
Robert Madden Industries is a family-

owned HVAC distributor founded in 1979. 
The company provides Bryant, Carrier, Day 
& Night, and Payne equipment, along with an 
extensive selection of HVAC parts and supplies. 
Guided by its mission of Building Dependable 
Partnerships, Robert Madden Industries is 
committed to providing dependable service, 
quality products, knowledgeable support, and 
strong relationships built on trust, respect, 
integrity, and commitment. 

Acquisition brings together two longstanding, family-owned distributors and expands Robert Madden Industries’ service footprint into Maryland, 
Delaware, and Virginia while building on Shore Distributors’ 80-year legacy across the Delmarva Peninsula 

SEPTEMBER • OCTOBER • NOVEMBER 2026 

SEE THE COMPLETE SCHEDULE BELOW 

ALL EVENTS 

8 AM - NOON 

DAYS 
FREE SWAG + FREE FOOD 
Expert technical support from Matt Bennett 

13 BRANCH EVENTS ACROSS TEXAS 

FIND YOUR DUCANE DAY 8 AM - NOON 

SEP 29 Spring OCT 20 Garland 

SEP 30 Houston OCT 21 Mesquite 

OCT 06 San Antonio OCT 22 DeSoto 

OCT 08 Killeen OCT 27 Allen 

OCT 13 Dallas NOV 03 Tyler 

OCT 14 Fort Worth (Beach) NOV 04 Longview 

OCT 15 Fort Worth (Cross) 

WIN A NAVAC TOOL PACKAGE 

ONE WINNER AT EVERY BRANCH 

N2DX 
FLEX-X MANIFOLD 

GAUGE HD 

NH5SLL 
LOW-LOSS 

REFRIGERANT HOSES 

NVR3 
TRI-PORT VALVE CORE 

REMOVAL TOOL 

One entry per Ducane purchase during event hours. 

FISSCOSUPPLY.COM LOCAL. INDEPENDENT. TEXAS PROUD. 
Equipment. Parts. Tools. Accessories. All in one stop. 

SCAN FOR 

DETAILS 
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Repair or replace, we have
the parts you need.

L37-927
Mfg. #VR8345M4302

Electronic Ignition Gas Valve

L37-808
Mfg. #S8610U3009

Universal Intermi� ent Pilot 
Ignition Control

L44-673
Mfg. #ST9120U1011

Universal Electronic Fan Timer

The right part, right when you need it, wherever the job takes you.

Irving, Texas –  Neighborly®, a family of global 
brands dedicated to delivering remarkable experiences for 
both consumers and franchise owners, today announced 
that Brent Korb has been named Chief Financial Officer, 
effective September 8. Korb will report to Mike Davis, 
Chief Executive Officer, and will be based at the company’s 
Irving headquarters. 

“Brent brings a proven track record of building high-
performing finance organizations and helping companies 
grow with discipline and clarity,” said Davis. “His 
experience leading through transformation, acquisitions, 
and public company environments will be a tremendous 
asset as we continue to strengthen our business and support 
our franchise owners. As we accelerate several key growth 
initiatives, including connecting our 26 million household 
customer database through marketing automation and 
expanding cross-brand customer engagement, Brent’s 
financial leadership will help ensure we scale these 
opportunities effectively while continuing to create value 
for franchise owners.” 

Korb has more than 25 years of executive financial 
leadership experience across private equity-backed and 
publicly traded companies. Most recently, he served as 
Executive Vice President and CFO of American Bath 
Group, a market-leading manufacturer of residential 
building products. Previously, he spent 16 years at Quanex 
Building Products, including 11 years as CFO of the 
NYSE-listed company. 

“As he takes on leadership of Finance, Accounting, and 
ProTradeNet, he will play a key role in advancing one of our 
most important priorities: making it easier for our franchise 
owners to run stronger businesses. From delivering greater 
purchasing power and operational efficiencies to creating 
programs that help owners grow, reduce risk, and compete 
more effectively, Brent will help support the next phase of 
Neighborly’s growth. This includes expanding our multi-
brand customer strategy, leveraging marketing automation 
to better connect homeowners with additional Neighborly 
services, and helping franchise owners capture more value 
from every customer relationship,” added Davis. 

Throughout his career, Korb has led finance 
organizations through growth, transformation, acquisitions, 
and capital markets activity. His experience in housing-
related industries provides a relevant perspective for 

Neighborly’s portfolio of home services brands. 
“Neighborly has built an incredible network of 

franchise owners, brands, and support teams, and I’m 
honored to join the organization at such an important time,” 
said Korb. “What attracted me most was the company’s 
commitment to helping franchise owners succeed. Across 
Finance, Accounting, and ProTradeNet, my focus will be 
on creating greater clarity, strengthening our capabilities, 
and delivering programs and resources that help owners 
operate more efficiently and grow with confidence. I 
look forward to working with our teams, listening to our 
franchise owners, and building on the strong foundation 
already in place.” 

Korb holds an MBA from the University of Houston 
and a bachelor’s degree in accounting from the University 
of Texas at Austin. He is a Certified Public Accountant 
licensed in Texas. 

Neighborly continues to build momentum across its 
portfolio of brands through strategic growth initiatives 
focused on customer lifetime value, franchise owner 
profitability, and operational excellence. The company 
is expanding its use of marketing automation to connect 
millions of homeowners across its 26 million household 
customer database with additional Neighborly services, 
driving growth in multi-brand customer relationships. 
These efforts, combined with strong execution throughout 
the system, have contributed to a series of record-breaking 
performance months across many Neighborly brands. 

Neighborly® Appoints Brent Korb as Chief Financial Officer 
Korb brings more than 25 years of executive financial leadership across private equity-backed and publicly traded companies
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Make the right play. Get your parts & supplies today.

Game Plan:

Restock Now

CEHVAC.com

 

Ready When You Are.

In Branch. Online. On the Go.

Stock up on

the parts

and supplies

you need

this season.
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Alexandria, VA.— 
The Air Conditioning 
Contractors of America 
(ACCA) has submitted public 
comments to the National 
Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) supporting the 
Air-Conditioning, Heating, 
and Refrigeration Institute 
(AHRI) Tentative Interim 

Amendment (TIA) Log  
No. 1924.  

The emergency TIA 
would extend Exception 
No. 2 to NEC 210.8(F) 
until September 1, 2028, for 
the 2020, 2023, and 2026 
editions of the National 
Electrical Code (NEC). 

The exception addresses 

GFCI protection for listed 
outdoor HVAC equipment. 
ACCA’s comments argue 
that additional time is needed 
to complete laboratory 
evaluation and field validation 
demonstrating reliable 
compatibility across the full 
range of HVAC equipment 
affected by the requirement. 

“This is not a choice 
between electrical safety and 
equipment reliability,” said 
David Bixby, ACCA Manager 
of Codes. “The record shows 
that unintended loss of air 
conditioning during extreme 
heat can itself create a serious 
life-safety risk. The responsible 
course is to allow the technical 

work to be completed while 
preserving a finite path toward 
the ultimate GFCI solution.” 

ACCA’s filing points to 
the record developed by an 
NFPA Standards Council’s 
GFCI task group in 2022, 
which identified unresolved 
HVAC-specific technical 
issues and acknowledged 

nuisance-tripping experience 
involving both single-stage 
and variable-speed equipment. 
The task group concluded that 
the causes of nuisance tripping 
remained unknown and that 
additional study was necessary. 

More recent research 
testing cited in AHRI’s TIA 
substantiation reinforces 
ACCA’s concern. According 
to the filing, 5 of 12 GFCIs 
tested tripped below the 
applicable must-hold current 
above 60 Hz.  

ACCA argues that listing 
and availability of high-
frequency (HF) GFCIs are 
important progress, but do not 
by themselves demonstrate 
compatibility across the 
installed population of listed 
HVAC equipment, particularly 
conventional 60 Hz single-
stage systems. 

ACCA also emphasized 
the consumer life-safety 
consequences of an unintended 
loss of cooling. The association 
cited the Maricopa County 
Department of Public Health’s 
2024 Heat-Related Deaths 
Report, which recorded 138 
indoor heat-related deaths. 
Air conditioning was present 
in 88% of those cases; among 
cases where air conditioning 
was present, the unit was not 
functioning in 70% and was 
not in use in another 18%. 

The filing notes that 
occupants who are aging 
in place, convalescing, or 
physically or cognitively 
impaired may not be able to 
recognize a loss of cooling, 
locate and reset a GFCI device, 
or arrange for immediate repair 
before indoor temperatures 
become dangerous. 

ACCA maintains that 
extending the exception to 
September 1, 2028 would not 
abandon GFCI protection or 
prejudge the ultimate technical 
solution. Rather, the limited 
extension would provide 
key stakeholders including 
contractors, manufacturers, 
testing laboratories, standards 
developers, AHRI, and GFCI 
manufacturers additional 
time to complete the testing 
and field validation needed to 
demonstrate reliable HVAC-
GFCI compatibility. 

ACCA Urges National Fire Protection Association to Extend
HVAC GFCI Exception Through 2028 

OPEN HOUSE EVENTS
MISSISSIPPI 

JACKSON

– INTRODUCING –

101 AERO SMITH DR.
RICHLAND, MS 39218

GULFPORT

W E D N E S D A Y ,  
O C T O B E R  2 8 T H

1 0 A M  -  2 P M

12180 INTRAPLEX PKWY
GULFPORT, MS 39503

STOP BY , GRAB SOME LUNCH, AND LEARN HOW
JOHNSTONE SUPPLY CAN HELP YOUR TEAM SUCCEED!

ECOMMERCE 

COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION

ONLINE BILL PAYMENT

VRV

ENGINEERING SERVICES

WEB TOOLS TRAININGTECH SUPPORT

RESIDENTIAL MULTI-FAMILY

T H U R S D A Y ,  
O C T O B E R  2 9 T H

1 0 A M  -  2 P M

DOOR 
PRIZES

GIVE 
AWAYS
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The Wild West has come to HVAC retroþt and òserviceó.     
Many contractors are doing whatever is easiest to get a job 

done while not necessarily thinking through the bigger picture of 
who they may be hurting or putting at risk. 

R-410A should not be used in an A2L-optimized compressor 
because doing so may compromise system performance, 
reliability, and safety margins.

It can hurt the contractor; It’s Illegal 
Installing an A1 refrigerant, such as R-410A, into a system 

rated for an A2L is illegal by the UL Standard 60335-2-40, 
ASHRAE Standard 15/34, and the EPA and is inconsistent 
with the systemõs approved design and rating and also mixing 
classiþcations or cross-retroþtting violates federal SNAP rules 
and equipment listings. 

It can hurt the Homeowner; Voids Warranty 
This type of refrigerant substitution will typically void the 

manufacturerõs warranty. 
It can Hurt the Distributor; Avoiding Complicity 
Assisting with this action may place a distributor in a difþcult 

position because it could be interpreted as being complicit by 
supporting the operation of a system that is no longer conþgured 
with its rated components. Tech support will not be able to help 
with issues until the unit is brought back into compliance. 

Capacity and displacement mismatch: A2L 
refrigerants, such as R-454B, have different volumetric cooling 
capacities and vapor densities than R-410A. Compressors 
designed for A2L refrigerants use internal components 
and displacement volumes optimized for those properties.  

 
Operating the compressor with R-410A may create an 
incorrect mass-ÿow rate, reduce net cooling efþciency,  
and impair proper heat absorption. 

Lubrication concerns: While both system types may use 
Polyester (POE) oil, operating R-410A under the mentioned 
stresses, may overheat the oil and reduce the protective lubricant 
þlm on moving metal parts. 

Thermal and electrical strain: R-410A may shift operating 
pressures and alter the motor loading proþle. Internal motor 
windings and built-in overload protectors, which are sized for 
the torque and amp draw of the intended A2L refrigerant, may 
operate at higher temperatures or experience improper current 
draw, accelerating thermal degradation of electrical insulation 
and related components. 

Final Thoughtsé 
It is imperative that we add the mismatch of equipment to 

this as well. 
It is illegal and voids warranty to match an A2L coil with 

an A1 condenser or vice versa. 
You can change an expansion valve of an A2L to an A1. 

But whatever refrigerant is þrst used in the coil brands it that 
way for life. 

Changing an A1 coil to an A2L coil is illegal as it was not 
tested as a ÿammable refrigerant coil. 

Also voiding warranty would be to match Brand XXX 
A2L inside, with Brand YYY A2L outside unless the match 
carries an AHRI number. 

Workforce development is a critically important focus of 
the HVACR and water heating industry, and AHRI is proud 
to contribute to ongoing initiatives and efforts to advance this 
priority. The 2026 AHRI Leadership Forum will offer multiple 
opportunities for attendees to learn more about workforce trends, 
challenges, and opportunities. 

Å  At the Annual Chairmanõs Breakfast, AHRI Chairman of the 
Board Mike Branson will report on the state of the association and 
his priorities as chairman, which have included improving workforce 
development opportunities and collaboration among industry partners. 

Å  During his keynote address, demographer and author Ken 
Gronbach will explore how the combination of Baby Boomer 
retirements and Generation Zõs growing role in the workforce 
are reshaping consumer markets and economic opportunities. 

Å  The Emerging Leader session on workforce will examine 
key þndings from a comprehensive workforce study conducted 
by Lightcast, commissioned by AHRI and NATE. Following the 
presentation of the study, panelists will discuss how its þndings 
align with what they are seeing in the þeld and the strategies 
they are implementing to attract, train, and retain workers. 

Register online, the price is $950. The Leadership Forum 
group rate for a standard room at the Wyndham Grand Rio Mar 
Resort is $259 per room, per night, plus taxes. Reservations 
must be made by October 23, after which rooms can only be 
reserved on a space- and rate-available basis.  

First published by AHRI Update September 10, 2026 

Risks of Substituting Refrigerants
in A2L-Optimized Systems

Deepen Your Understanding 
of Workforce Development 

Initiatives at AHRI 
Leadership Forum 

By Rick Kincel 
Tech Services Mgr.

Coburn Supply Company 
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Farmington Hills, Mich. — NTEA – 
The Work Truck Association has released 
Commercial Vehicle Market Update, a 
new quarterly report providing data-driven 
analysis of the commercial vehicle market 
and the economic and industry trends 
shaping its direction. 

Designed to help industry professionals 
better understand current market 
conditions and plan for what’s ahead, 
the report examines commercial vehicle 
sales, shipments and inventory; trends 
by vehicle class, cab and body type; key 
economic indicators; powertrain and 
advanced technology developments; and the  
market outlook. 

Each quarterly edition goes beyond 
reporting the latest numbers to provide 
context around what the data means for the 
work truck industry. The report identifies 
developing trends, highlights areas of 
opportunity and uncertainty, and outlines 
key factors to watch in the months ahead. 

“Commercial vehicle market conditions 
are influenced by a wide range of 
interconnected factors, and understanding 
how those pieces fit together is critical for 
effective business planning,” said Andrew 

Wrobel, NTEA commercial vehicle insight 
strategist. “Commercial Vehicle Market 
Update brings those signals together in 
one resource, giving industry professionals 
timely context they can use to better 
understand where the market stands and 
where it may be headed.” 

The inaugural report examines second-
quarter 2026 data with analysis of: 

•  Commercial vehicle sales, shipments 
and inventory trends 

•  Market activity by weight class and 
cab type 

•  Body type and vocational application 
trends 

•  Macroeconomic indicators affecting 
commercial vehicle demand 

•  Fuel, material and financing cost 
considerations 

•  Zero-emission vehicle and advanced 
technology adoption 

•  Industry forecasts and key indicators 
to watch in the coming quarter 

Commercial Vehicle Market Update 
will be published quarterly and is available 
at no cost to NTEA members and for $699 
to nonmembers. Learn more and access the 
report at ntea.com/cvmarketupdate. 

NTEA Releases New Commercial Vehicle 
Market Update Quarterly Report 

Coburn Supply Company Names
Watson Boyd General Manager for 

Tennessee and Mississippi 
B e a u m o n t , 

Texas - Coburn 
Supply Company has 
named Watson Boyd 
General Manager 
for its Tennessee 
and Mississippi 
operations. Boyd 

will oversee the company’s operations and 
continued growth across both states. 

Boyd brings 15 years of experience in 
the electrical, HVAC and industrial supply 
industries, with a background in sales, 
operations and customer relations. His 
leadership approach centers on building 
strong teams, removing obstacles and 
aligning sales and operations to serve 
customers more effectively. 

During the transition, Boyd will work 
closely with current General Manager 
Kim Hardy before her retirement. Hardy’s 
experience, leadership and knowledge 
of the market will help Boyd become  
familiar with Coburn’s employees, 
customers and operations throughout 
Tennessee and Mississippi. 

“We are excited to welcome Watson to 

Coburn’s,” said Michael Maloney, Executive 
Vice President of Coburn Supply Company. 
“His industry experience, customer focus 
and commitment to developing strong teams 
make him a great fit for our Tennessee and 
Mississippi operations. We are also grateful to 
Kim for her leadership and her willingness to 
work alongside Watson during this transition. 
Her knowledge of the market and the 
relationships she has built will be invaluable as 
we prepare for this next chapter.” 

Boyd’s initial priorities include visiting 
branches throughout Tennessee and 
Mississippi, meeting employees and customers, 
strengthening existing relationships and 
ensuring each location has the support needed 
to serve its market consistently. His long-term 
goal is to position Coburn’s as the preferred 
plumbing, HVAC, electrical and waterworks 
supply partner throughout both states. 

A native of the Memphis area, Boyd lives 
in Collierville, Tennessee, with his wife and 
their two sons. Outside of work, he enjoys 
coaching his sons’ sports teams, golfing, 
fishing, duck hunting and spending time with 
his family at the lake. The family is actively 
involved with Collierville First Baptist Church.
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ONE KIT. ONE SMARTER INSTALL.
Samsung System Kit — only at 

Johnson HVAC Distribution!
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Co-Sponsored by

Don’t just keep up —  
get ahead at AHR Expo.



Annandale, Minn.  — Malco Tools, one 
of the nation’s leading solution developers 
and manufacturers of high-quality tools for 
the HVACR and building construction trades, 
has expanded its MalcoEdge™ line of tools 
for HVAC and refrigeration professionals with 
a new family of core removal tools, nitrogen 
purge & regulator tools, a gasket picker and 
four ratcheting ÿare nut torque wrenches. 

MalcoEdge Expansion at a Glance: 
•  Brand: Malco Tools / MalcoEdge™ 
•  Audience: HVAC and refrigeration 

professionals 
•  Launch: 15 new SKUs 
•  New products: core removal tools; 

nitrogen purge and regulator tools; gasket 
picker; ratcheting ÿare nut torque wrenches 

•  Applications: HVACR installation, 
evacuation, refrigerant recovery, nitrogen 
pressure testing, purging, brazing and service 

•  Refrigerant readiness: Core removal 
tools are A2L- and A3-ready 

Why It Matters: 
The MalcoEdge line expansion addresses 

several common HVACR þeld challenges, 
including slow evacuation speeds, refrigerant 
leak prevention, accurate ÿare torque 

requirements and compliance with emerging 
A2L refrigerant applications.  

“Every minute matters for HVACR 
professionals in the þeld, which is why we 
designed MalcoEdge to help pros work 
faster while maintaining conþdence in their 
process,” said Garrett Wong, category director 
for refrigeration at The Malco Group. òWeõre 
continuing to invest in practical solutions 
to solve real jobsite challenges without 
compromising on quality and value.ó 

What’s New: 
Core Removal Tools 
MalcoEdge A2L- and A3-ready Core 

Removal Tools are designed to reduce HVAC 
evacuation time, improve refrigerant recovery 
efþciency and help technicians achieve deeper 
vacuum levels during service. All of the tools 
feature magnetic knobs for easy access during 
servicing, and are vacuum-rated to 20 microns 
for residential and commercial applications. 

•  Hi-Flow Core Removal Tool Dual 
Valve with Sight Glass (CRT2Y): Features a 
Y-shaped dual-valve body with an integrated 
clear sight glass, allowing HVACR technicians 
to visually conþrm the valve core is securely 
captured on the rod. Independent valves on 

each leg keep both a vacuum gauge and hose 
connected simultaneously while isolating 
either side as needed, and its magnetic capture 
rod knob attaches to any magnetic surface, 
providing quick access during service. 

•  Core Removal Tools - ¼” (CRT1) & 
5/16” (CRT3): Connect to service ports to 
allow HVACR technicians to remove the valve 
cores, increasing ÿow rates during evacuation 
and recovery. Its compact, lightweight body is 
sized to þt tight spaces that larger core removal 
tools canõt access. A dedicated accessory port 
allows for connecting multiple hoses or tools 
to the system service port while the magnetic 
knob on the capture rod assembly keeps the 
removed valve core and rod clean and easy to 
þnd when the job is done. 

Nitrogen Tools 
MalcoEdge now includes everything trade 

pros need for nitrogen pressure testing and 
purging during brazing. Tools sold separately or 
as a kit in a convenient protective case (NPK1). 

•  Nitrogen Purge Tool 
(NPT): Maintaining proper nitrogen ÿow 
while brazing can be time-consuming 
and inconsistent with traditional regulator 
adjustments. The MalcoEdge Nitrogen 

Purge Tool simpliþes the process while 
helping prevent oxidation inside refrigerant 
tubing. This professional HVAC brazing 
accessory allows technicians to quickly switch 
between purge, braze and off settings without 
constantly adjusting their nitrogen regulator. 
Designed for consistency and durability, 
the NPT simpliþes nitrogen purging during 
brazing and can take a beating in normal use 
around a job site or being bounced around in 
the back of a service vehicle. 

•  Nitrogen Regulator (NRHD): Provides 
precise and reliable pressure control for HVAC 
pressure testing and nitrogen charging. Large, 
protected gauges and smooth adjustment 
make it easy to set and monitor pressure in 
demanding service environments, allowing 
you to safely and accurately regulate nitrogen 
pressure during pressure testing, leak checking 
and brazing preparation. 

•  Nitrogen Purge Kit (NPK1): 
Combines the Nitrogen Regulator and Nitrogen 
Purge Tool into one complete solution, giving 
technicians everything needed for pressure 
testing and nitrogen purging in a convenient 
protective case. 
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SEE MALCO PG.21

Malco Expands MalcoEdge™ HVACR Refrigeration Tool Line with 15 New SKUs

Product News

Additions include new A2L- and A3-ready core removal tools, nitrogen purge & regulator tools, gasket picker and ratcheting flare nut torque wrenches

Opening Soon!
Servicing The Woodlands, Tomball,

Magnolia and Spring areas!
22515 Kuykendahl Rd

Spring, TX 77389

featured brands
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Venstar Named Number 3 in Los Angeles Business Journal’s
2026 Ranking of Best Places to Work in Los Angeles 

West Hills, Calif. — 
Venstar, a leading thermostat and 
energy management solutions 
provider, today announced it 
was ranked Number 3 in the 
Los Angeles Business Journal’s 
2026 ranking of the Best Places 
to Work in Los Angeles by the 
Los Angeles Business Journal 
and Workforce Research Group. 
The list is made up of 100 
companies. The winners were 
revealed at a special dinner event 
on Aug. 6, 2026, and published 
in the Aug. 10, 2026, issue of the 
Los Angeles Business Journal. 

“Creating an exceptional 
place to work was never an 
accident at Venstar; it was my 
goal from day one,” said Steve 
Dushane, Venstar CEO and 
founder. “We are very honored 
by this award that honors our 
culture as well as the members 
of our team who labor tirelessly 
to make Venstar a special  
place to work.” 

“Venstar is the smallest 
company with the biggest 
impact that you’ve never 
heard of,” Dushane said 
during his acceptance speech. 
“Yet, more than 11 million 
of our thermostats are on the 
walls of homes and businesses 
across North America. In fact, 
there’s a good chance that one 
is in your living room right 
now,” he added. 

Venstar, founded in 
1992 and based in Southern 
California, designs and builds 
a broad variety of innovative 
thermostats. Its Skyport® Cloud 
service provides businesses 
with a secure, private, powerful 
cloud service for command and 
control of HVAC systems from 
virtually anywhere in the world. 

In addition to thermostats, 
Venstar’s Surveyor® Energy 
Management System allows 
retailers, restaurant chains and 
other multi-location businesses 
to remotely monitor, manage 
and control energy consumption 
while reducing operating 
expenses. Currently, Surveyor 
is used to control more than 
100,000 HVAC systems and 
lighting in more than 30,000 
retail locations throughout North 
America, reducing energy usage 

and environmental impact and 
saving more than $1.2 billion in 
energy costs since inception of 
the Surveyor program. 

Venstar was founded 
by Dushane, his two brothers 
and two friends. Then and 
now, Dushane runs Venstar 
as a small family business. 

His dedication to putting 
employees þrst has earned 
unmatched employee loyalty, 
resulting in near-zero turnover. 
Many of his employees have 
tenures that span decades, and 
some have been with Venstar 
since the company’s founding. 

Among the unique beneþts 

Venstar employees enjoy are: 
•  Celebrations for 

individual employee special 
events, such as weddings, new 
babies, and graduations 

•  Events for employees 
and their families, including 
Dodger games, Disneyland 
trips, cruises and more 

•  Company achievement 
celebrations, including an 
evening on the historic Queen 
Mary ship for a 30-year 
anniversary party for 300 
employees, families, partners, 
vendors and friends. The event 
featured a private concert by 
Don Felder, lead guitarist for 

the Eagles for 27 years.   
In 2022, Venstar was 

acquired by Daikin, one of the 
largest HVAC companies in 
the world. With shared values, 
Daikin’s continued support 
of Dushane’s people-centered 
philosophy further contributes 
to Venstar’s thriving culture. 
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It’s On My Heart: How Are You Doing? 
So how are you doing? 

I ask that question multiple 
times a day, in fact, most of 
us do. We ask customers, 
employees, family, neighbors, 
and almost anyone we meet up 
with during our busy days. So 
the key is that word, busy. We 
are all busy, no matter if we 
are 15 or 55 or 75, there are a 
lot of things competing for our 
attention today. High school 
used to run from 7:45 to 3:30 
each day. Then we added in 
early morning band practice, 
football practice, Book Clubs, 
even the badminton club can 
meet three days a week for 
some drills. We have friends 
with children just entering 
high school, they are involved 
in drama clubs, all kinds of 
athletics and taking college 
accredited courses. Gonna be 
real busy.  

Back in the day, when 
I was traveling a lot, I would 
set up a lunch date with my 
mom, who was living nearby 
in a condo. Pop had passed 

years earlier. So I would say, I 
get in Wed evening mom, we 
can go for tacos on Thursday. 
She would say, well, Thursday 
is Bingo day at the club. How 
about Friday, I asked? Playing 
Mexican Trane with neighbors, 
maybe the weekend. She was 
busy well into her 80s and 
even the 90s.  

It seems like we are all 
working more hours to get the 
job done, even though we are 
continually told that computers 
will help us get our work done 
faster. Similar to Ai… 

Whoops, did not mean to 
go there.  

Back to how this article 
started, how are ya doing? 
My response is always 
excellent!  Yes, they can hear 
the exclamation point. The 
usual response when I ask them 
how they are doing is: OK. No 
exclamation point. Some say 
all right, all good, getting by, 
or some similar weak response. 
Unless you are in a restaurant, 
see if this is not correct. You get 

seated, your server comes over 
and asks: How are you doing, 
celebrating anything, special 
occasion?  My reply, celebrating 
life, and how are you doing?  
The usual response, I am doing 
great, thanks for asking! They 
are looking for that question and 
have made the decision to make 
this a great day.  

I believe we all make 
a decision when we get out 
of bed, what sort of day it 
will be. No matter what we 
concentrate on, we will þnd it 
in abundance. If we are sure the 
day will be a disaster, it will. If 
we are positive, we will suffer 
a business setback, it will come 
fast and overwhelm us. If we 
have a loved one going through 
something and we offer our 
advice: this is going to hurt, 
you may be swallowed up 
by this, that can truly happen.  
You may be speaking from 
experience but try turning that 
message to this: it may hurt, 
but you will get through it, I 
did. And you will be stronger 

and able to accomplish even 
more in the future just from this 
lesson. Then you will both be 
looking for a lesson and seeing 
how you can get through it.  

The Human Operations 
Manual (commonly called 
the Bible) says this in James 
1:2-3, Count it all joy my b 
rothers, when you meet trials 
of various kinds, for you know 
that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness. And let 
steadfastness have it’s full effect 
that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing.  

So trials are with us in 
every area of our lives, at 
all ages, some may be more 
difþcult than others, but we will 
all go thru something before our 
work is done here on earth. Not 
trying to get preachy, but I do 
feel that there are days where 
we just don’t see how this will 
work out. The answer is simple, 
we are not on high enough rock. 
We can’t see what tomorrow 
brings. So if this message 
catches you in a valley, and you  

 
can’t see the clearing ahead, 
take heart and press on. Many 
have gone through the same 
thing facing you and learned 
things they could not have 
learned by reading a book, they  

 
had to go through it live. 

Thanks for reading, and 
when someone asks how 
you are doing, give them an 
amazing response: excellent! 
They will be blessed.

Jim Hinshaw
Upon graduating from 

the University of Missouri at 
Rolla, Hinshaw started his 
career in the air conditioning 
industry. Hinshaw’s background  
includes positions as a 
manufacturer’s rep, President 
of one of the oldest and largest 
air conditioning companies 
in Arizona, residential 
start-up specialist for the 
Carrier Corporation, and an 
ofþcer in a Carrier owned  
service agency.

Jim Hinshaw, Vice 
President, Vertical Markets, 
HVAC for Service Nation.  Jim 
works with hvac and plumbing 
companies of all sizes, Service 
Nation has members from 2 man 
shops to several hundred.  We 

help our members improve sales 
and proþts offering employees 
a career path and strong 
þnancials, enabling owners to 
work on the business instead of 
in the business. 

Memberships start at $99/
month, where you can get access 
to a download center with 
thousands of pieces of collateral 
to improve business.  We also 
have a best practices level, to 
improve þnancial performance 
and scale the business, or help 
owners set up a successful exit 
strategy, on their timeline. 

Jim can be reached at 
jhinshaw@servicenation.com  
or cell: 602-369-8097.  

And now as an AUTHOR: 
“For those who might be 
interested, he has a collection 
of writings from the last 10 
years. Stories of how one person 
can ruin a relationship with a 
customer, and how one can repair 
it! Stories of the loss of service 
in America, and how you can 
improve customer service today. 
Go to the following link for full  
details on how to make this 
collection yours!”

www.blurb.com/bookstore/
detail/2223484 to check out the 
book ð þrst 15 pages are free, 
sample before you buy!

The Affordable, Adjustable  Pipe Support System

PROUDLY MADE IN THE USA

INNOVATIVE & FAST

Adjustable, Affordable
Aerodynamic, Low
Profile
Made With Recycled
Rubber
Fast & Easy To Install

1+ (888) 590-0120
www.PipeProp.com

Not all products depicted are Miami-Dade tested and approved
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Fight Corrosion. 
Preserve Performance.
Corrosion Protector

RGF’s Fin Saver® provides continuous protection against 
galvanic and formicary corrosion, helping extend the life of 
HVAC coils and components while maintaining system 
e�iciency and reducing costly repairs.

Available in six sizes, Fin Saver® accommodates pipes 
ranging from 3/8” to 1 1/8”.

IDEAL FOR: New & Existing HVAC Installations Extending Equipment Life

WWW.RGF.COM
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Buy a part,
get a partner.
Every Comfortmaker® product you buy comes 
with a Reece HVAC product specialist.

Find a location.

Exceptional equipment.
Expert service.
Job well done.

Start your job at Reece HVAC  
or visit buyhvacsupply.com today.
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• More in stock than anybody else!
• We take our time with ALL customers
• After-hours help available
• EPA classes available in-house
• Call the office for details and schedule

ONE STOP DOES IT ALL!

Specialized Parts and Supplies
Grilles • Controls • Motors • Coils

All Types of Refrigeration

9920 Westpark 
Houston, TX  77063   
Phone: 713-952-5191
Email: kmintl@wt.net
www.unitedacsupply.com

Check with us on our wide selection of heating/ac parts 
and accessories priced right and in stock!

HVAC WHOLESALER
Serving the Industry for 33 years

Call, stop in,
or visit us

online today!

Proudly offering all sizes 
of ASPEN COILS

Meta and Be Pro Be Proud Launch 10th Anniversary 
Mobile Workshop Tour 

Little Rock, Ark. — Be Pro Be Proud and Meta 
announced a 10th Anniversary Mobile Workshop Tour across 
America, beginning in Texas, the newest state to join Be Pro Be 
Proud’s National Network. Supported by Meta’s investment, 
the tour will introduce young people to high-demand, high-
wage technical professions and the pathways they provide. 

Through Meta’s $500,000 gift, the Mobile Workshop 
will make 10 stops across Alabama, Indiana, Minnesota, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas and Wisconsin. The effort 
began this week in Coppell with the debut of Be Pro Be Proud 
Texas, the third statewide initiative launched with leadership 
support from Meta, following successful statewide programs 
in Tennessee and New Mexico. 

Together, Meta and Be Pro Be Proud have introduced 
nearly 70,000 students to technical workforce opportunities 
since 2023. The nationwide initiative builds on that 
momentum, expanding access to additional regions across 
the country, with fall stop locations and event details to be 
announced in the coming weeks. 

“As we celebrate our 10th anniversary, there’s no better 
gift than the opportunity to reach even more students,” said 
Andrew Parker, executive director of Be Pro Be Proud. “We’re 
incredibly grateful to Meta for helping us connect more young 
people with rewarding career pathways that can have a lasting 
impact on their lives, families and communities. Every student 
deserves the chance to explore these professions and see what’s 

possible for their future.” 
The partnership is part of Meta’s broader investment 

in workforce development, including the recently launched 
America’s Workforce Academy, which expands access to 
training and career opportunities in high-demand skilled trade 
professions. Be Pro Be Proud supports that effort by introducing 
students to these careers early and helping them understand the 
education and training pathways available to pursue them. 

“America’s AI future depends on the electricians, welders 
and heavy equipment operators who build the infrastructure 
behind it,” said Tara Tenorio, community engagement manager 
at Meta. “As Meta invests in the data centers that power AI and 
digital connectivity, the need for a highly skilled workforce 
continues to grow. Our partnership with Be Pro Be Proud helps 
young people see these careers as a path to a stable, in-demand 
future and gives our communities the workforce to build 
what’s next.” 

The Be Pro Be Proud Mobile Workshop features immersive 
simulators that allow participants to explore more than 16 
high-demand occupations across construction, manufacturing, 
transportation and utilities. Each stop is tailored to regional 
workforce needs and brings together students, families, 
educators and industry partners to raise awareness of local 
career pathways. 

To learn more about Be Pro Be Proud, 
visit beprobeproud.org. 

Meta’s $500,000 investment supports a 10-stop anniversary tour and marks third statewide
launch partnership with Be Pro Be Proud

Ratcheting Flare Nut Torque Wrenches
•  The MalcoEdge Ratcheting Flare Nut Torque Wrench 

Series delivers accurate, repeatable torque on flare fittings to help 
prevent refrigerant leaks caused by over- or under-tightening.  

•  Purpose-built for HVAC professionals, each wrench is pre-set 
for a specific flare size and sold separately, including ¼”, 3/8”, ½” 
and 5/8”. Also available in a kit of all four tools in a carrying case 
(RTWK) for fast and easy storage, ensuring that you are ready for 
virtually every common HVAC flare connection on the jobsite. 

Gasket Picker 
The Gasket Picker (GP1) is a precision service tool designed 

to quickly remove worn or damaged gaskets from hoses, fittings 
and adapters – one of the quickest and most affordable ways to 
prevent refrigerant leaks and extend the life of service equipment. 

Its precision tip allows for controlled gasket removal 
without damaging sealing surfaces, and its compact size is easy 
to keep on every service truck, helping technicians perform fast, 
routine maintenance that saves replacement costs. 

About the MalcoEdge HVACR Tool Line 
The MalcoEdge portfolio brings together the tools HVACR 

professionals need to work smarter, safer and more efficiently—
no matter the application. Built on Malco’s trusted legacy and 
engineered for today’s evolving refrigerants and service demands, 
MalcoEdge delivers job-ready solutions across vacuum, recovery, 
measurement, tube tools and service.   

From system installs to diagnostics and maintenance, every 
MalcoEdge product is designed to reduce risk, improve accuracy 
and keep work moving forward. Thoughtfully engineered 
features, rugged construction and trade-pro input ensure each 
solution performs where it matters most: on the job. 

For more information, visit the Malco website. 

MALCO con’t
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33RD Annual TACCA Greater San Antonio Fishing Tournament
The local San Antonio HVAC community traded service calls for calls 

to fish last month as over 100 anglers headed to Corpus Christi for TACCA–
Greater San Antonio’s 33rd Annual Fishing Tournament. Contractor and 
Associate Members, coworkers, friends and families gathered for a weekend 
of good company, new connections and great catches. 

The festivities kicked off Friday with the Captain’s Mixer at the 
Waterline at Doc’s, featuring a fabulous shrimp boil piled with potatoes, 
corn, sausage, plenty of cold beverages and a spectacular sunset over the 
Laguna Madre. Mother Nature clearly got the memo. 

In honor of America’s 250th birthday, a little extra red, white and blue 
was added to the weekend. Every angler, committee member and volunteer 
received a special America-themed fishing shirt to mark the occasion. 

Saturday delivered exceptional fishing, with every team weighing 
in their bounty of redfish, trout, and black drum. The tournament’s first-
ever Junior Division added another reason to celebrate, welcoming young 
anglers into a longtime favorite TACCA tradition. 

Then came the well-earned BBQ dinner, thousands of dollars in raffle 
prizes, two guns and a celebration of the winners, America and the HVAC 
community that made it all possible. Whether participants landed an award, 
a raffle prize, or simply a great weekend, there was plenty to celebrate. 

The tournament’s impact reaches well beyond the coast. All funds 
raised stay in Greater San Antonio, supporting contractor training and 
education, strengthening the local HVAC industry and helping TACCA–
GSA continue to serve its members. 

“To every angler, member, sponsor, committee member and 
volunteer who helped make this weekend a success: **THANK YOU!** 
Your dedication, hard work and enthusiasm keep this longtime tradition 
going strong.” 

**Congratulations to our winners—and thanks to everyone who made 
the 33rd annual tournament one for the books!** 

Heavy Stringer 
1st Aaron Mechanical - Jackson Packing 
2nd Redfish, Refrigerant, & Regret - Beyer Air Conditioning 
3rd Cash N Out - Beck Adventures  

Heavy Red Fish 
1st Slay the Bay - Johnstone Supply 
2nd Hook Aquaholics - Beyer Air Conditioning 

Heavy Trout 
1st  Fishing In Texas with the Lunas - Beyer Air Conditioning 
2nd Salty Britches - Beyer Air Conditioning 

Junior Heavy Fish  
1st Hay Bales & Tails - Beyer Air Conditioning 
2nd Fishing in Texas with the Lunas - Beyer AC 

Spot Cash Pot 
Cash N Out - Beck Adventures  

Black Drum Cash Pot - TIE 
AC/DC Anglers - Beyer Air Conditioning 
Cash N Out - Beck Adventures   

Heavy Trout 
1st  Fishing In Texas with the Lunas - Beyer Air Conditioning 
2nd Salty Britches - Beyer Air Conditioning 

Junior Heavy Fish  
1st Hay Bales & Tails - Beyer Air Conditioning 
2nd Fishing in Texas with the Lunas - Beyer AC 

Spot Cash Pot 
Cash N Out - Beck Adventures  

Black Drum Cash Pot - TIE 
AC/DC Anglers - Beyer Air Conditioning 
Cash N Out - Beck Adventures  
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Gemaire Texas Locations
Houston North West ..713.466.6261
8708 West LittleYork,#190
Houston, TX 77040

San Marcos..............737.200.4222
155 Posey Rd, Building 1, Suite100 
San Marcos. TX 78666

Carrollton............214.390.5076
1520Selene Drive, Ste.106
Carrollton,TX 75006

San Antonio..........210.495.4933
1010 Arion Parkway Ste.101
San Antonio, TX 78216

Pasadena..............713.477.8292
806 East Harris
Pasadena, TX 77506

Mcallen.................956.668.1147
320 E. Cedar, Suite B
Mcallen, TX 78501

Haltom City..........817.916.1277
6500 Midway Road,#200
Haltom, TX 7611

Austin...................512.836.6646
9200 Waterford Centre Blvd. #500
Austin, TX 7875

Rosenberg.............346.843.8040
2735 FM 2218
Rosenberg, TX 77471

Corpus Christi........361.854.7591
5277 Old Brownsville Rd., Ste. 1
Corpus Christ, TX 78405

Dallas...................214.381.7899
8311 Eastpoint Drive, Ste. 600
Dallas, TX 75227

Killeen..................254.526.3028
3000 Commerce
Killeen, TX 7654

College Station......979.774.5390
12600 State Highway 30,Ste.200
College Station, TX 77845

Harlingen........361.854.7591Arlington..............817.652.3272
1700 Tech Centre Parkway #104 
Arlington, TX 76014

Temple...............254.773.0809
2402 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX 76504

Plano...................972.424.5222
801 Jupiter Road, #105
Plano ,TX 75074

Waco.....................254.751.7766 
710 Venture Drive
Waco, TX 76712

Texarkana............903.832.3562
601 S. Robison Road
Texarkana, TX 75501

South Austin..........737.931.0678
6231 E Stassney,BLD#11,#300
Austin, TX 78744

Shop on Gemaire.com

Reach out to your local branch or 
Territory Manager for more information

Rheem
Commercial
GEMAIRE is now stocking the full line of Rheem 
Commercial Products. Available to you same 
day or next day.

3 - 12.5 Ton Up to 25 Ton

Rheem
Renaissance

Rheem Classic
Commercial
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@inscohvac

/inscodistributing

Product lines subject to market restrictions

Abilene / Arlington / Austin / Brownsville / Corpus Christi / Dallas / Del Rio / Desoto / El Paso / Fort Worth / Garland / Georgetown / Grapevine / 

Harlingen / Houston / Hutto / Kerrville / Laredo / Liberty Hill  / Lubbock / McAllen / New Braunfels / Oklahoma City / San Angelo / San Antonio / Tyler / 

Victoria / Wichita Falls / College Station

 BEST PRODUCTS. BEST SERVICE. BEST 
PEOPLE.



OCTOBER 2026, AIR CONDITIONING TODAY, PAGE B1

b

NEW PRODUCT OFFERING

GAS 
Residential

ELECTRIC 
Residential

TANKLESS 
Residential

Ruud Water Heaters and accessories 
now available at Century A/C Supply. 
OR VISIT WWW.CENTURYAC.COM

TEXT US
Text your local branch to place orders and check stock.

THOUSANDS OF PARTS & SUPPLIES 
We have what you need in stock - place your order today!

ONLINE ACCESS
24/7 Ordering and Account Management

Angleton  •  Barker Cypress  •  Bay City  •  Beltway  •  Clay  •  Conroe  •  Lufkin  •  Gulfton  •  Humble  •  Katy  •  League City  •  Stuebner  •  Winkler Shop Online 24/7 at CenturyAC.com

Call your Territory Manager or local 
branch and place your order today!
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ASHRAE Opens Abstract 
Submissions for 2027 Annual 
Conference in New Orleans 

Atlanta – ASHRAE is accepting abstracts for conference 
papers for the 2027 ASHRAE Annual Conference, taking 
place June 12-16, 2027, in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

The conference will bring together HVAC&R 
professionals, researchers, practitioners, building owners and 
industry leaders to share research, innovations and practical 
approaches addressing challenges across the built environment. 

Authors are invited to submit abstracts for consideration 
within one of eight conference tracks: 

Fundamentals and Applications 
Covers foundational HVAC&R engineering principles, 

including thermodynamics, psychrometrics, heat transfer and 
fluid flow, as well as theoretical and applied concepts, design 
approaches and real-world experiences. 

HVAC&R Systems and Equipment 
Focuses on the development, application and operation 

of HVAC&R systems and equipment, including innovation, 
reliability, maintainability, cost effectiveness and  
energy efficiency. 

Refrigeration and Refrigerants 
Addresses advancements in refrigeration systems and 

refrigerant applications across industrial, commercial and 
specialty uses, including system performance, environmental 
impacts, refrigerant management and emerging technologies. 

Research Summit 
Highlights research that advances HVAC&R and the 

built environment. Submissions may include conference 
papers, seminars, forums, panel discussions and ASHRAE-
sponsored research. The track also includes collaboration 
with ASHRAE’s archival research journal, Science and 
Technology for the Built Environment. 

Building Decarbonization 
Explores strategies to reduce building carbon emissions 

through energy efficiency, electrification, renewable energy 
integration, embodied carbon reduction and net-zero design. 

Indoor Environmental Quality for Healthy Buildings 

Examines indoor environmental quality and its 
relationship to occupant comfort, health, productivity and 
safety. Topics include ventilation, filtration, humidity control, 
air distribution, fire and smoke control, lighting, acoustics, 
hazardous spaces and the interaction between IEQ and 
building performance. 

Owners and Operators 
Focuses on practical approaches to optimizing building 

performance throughout the facility lifecycle, including 
commissioning, recommissioning, retro-commissioning, 
operations and maintenance, building analytics, fault 
detection, benchmarking, workforce development, resilience 
and total cost of ownership. 

Mini-Tracks 
Mini-tracks offer an opportunity to organize six to eight 

focused sessions around emerging or specialized topics that 
may not fit within an existing conference track. Individual 
sessions are submitted under the most appropriate conference 
track while contributing to a cohesive attendee experience. 

Authors interested in proposing a mini-track can learn 
more about the requirements and submit their contact 
information for follow-up. 

Authors whose abstracts are accepted will be invited to 
submit a full eight-page conference paper by February 17, 2027. 
Accepted papers will be included in the conference program 
and proceedings and may be considered for publication in 
Science and Technology for the Built Environment. 

For more information and to submit an abstract, visit 

ashrae.org/2027Annual. 

NEWS
ASHRAE, founded in 1894, is a global society 

advancing human well-being through sustainable 
technology for the built environment. The Society and its 
more than 56,000 members worldwide focus on building 
systems, energy efficiency, indoor air quality, refrigeration 
and sustainability. Through research, standards writing, 
publishing, certification and continuing education, 
ASHRAE shapes tomorrow’s built environment today. 
More information can be found at www.ashrae.org/news.

HARDI Distributors Report
6.7% Revenue Increase in July

Columbus, OH – Heating, Air-conditioning & Refrigeration Distributors International 
(HARDI) released its monthly TRENDS report, showing sales by HARDI distributors increased by 
6.7% during July 2026. 

The annual sales growth for the 12 months through July 2026 is an increase of 2.7%.

“The 6.7% sales growth during July is the best monthly gain of the year, when comparing 
growth with the same number of billing days,” said Brian Loftus, Senior Market Analyst at HARDI.  
“The good report is not telling us much about the market.  The strongest regions had the biggest 
cooling degree day increases, and the weakest regions had big cooling degree day declines.”   

HARDI’s monthly distributor sales survey also calculates Days Sales Outstanding or DSO 
which is a measure of how quickly customers pay their bills.  The DSO for July 2026 was less than 
37 days and comparable to July 2025.  “End market demand has been subdued for more than two 
years.  The steady DSO indicates the market is not deteriorating.” 

 “The housing market has been depressed, like consumer sentiment which is under pressure 
from stubborn inflation,” said Loftus.  “The market is due for a change.  We would have more 
confidence that signs of improvement could endure if inflation and interest rates would subside.”  

HARDI members do not receive financial compensation in exchange for their monthly sales data 
and can discontinue their participation without prior notice or penalty. Participation is voluntary, 
and the depth of market coverage varies from region to region. An independent entity collects and 
compiles the data that can include products not directly associated with the HVACR industry.
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The Samsung DVM Chiller is
a high-performance, air-

cooled system that
combines the flexibility of
VRF with the power of a

central chiller. It is ideal for
data centers requiring

scalable, high-efficiency
cooling in a compact

footprint.

The Bard MEGA-TEC and
BARD Engineered Products
are the industry standard for
exterior wall-mount cooling,
specifically engineered for
modular data centers and

telecom shelters. It is built for
24/7 reliability in demanding

environments.

Contact a Johnson HVAC Sales Professional, visit our website,
or stop by a local branch to learn more!
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Solar Supply of Brenham TX Customer Appreciation

Photos courtesy of Solar Supply
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TDLR Provider #1142

Residential Storage Water Heaters 
U.S. shipments of residential gas storage water heaters 

for July 2026 increased +5.2 percent, to 333,499 units, 
compared to 316,999 units shipped in July 2025. Residential 
electric storage water heater shipments decreased -3.9 
percent in July 2026 to 385,594 units, compared to 401,319 
units shipped in July 2025.

Warm Air Furnaces 
U.S. shipments of gas warm air furnaces for July 2026 

increased +2.1 percent, to 265,810 units, compared to 260,224 

units shipped in July 2025. Oil warm air furnace shipments 

increased +36.6 percent, to 2,681 units in July 2026, compared 

to 1,963 units shipped in July 2025. 

Central Air Conditioners and Air-Source Heat Pumps 
U.S. shipments of central air conditioners and air-source 

heat pumps totaled 916,830 units in July 2026, increased 
+20.1 percent compared to 763,443 units shipped in July 
2025. U.S. shipments of air conditioners increased +22.3 
percent, to 503,151 units, compared to 411,530 units shipped 
in July 2025. U.S. shipments of air-source heat pumps 
increased +17.6 percent, to 413,679 units, compared to 
351,913 shipped in July 2025.

Commercial Storage Water Heaters 
Commercial gas storage water heater shipments decreased 

-0.9 percent in July 2026, to 6,884  units, compared to 6,945 
units shipped in July 2025. Commercial electric storage water 
heater shipments decreased -1.3 percent in July 2026, to 
14,203, compared to 14,394 units shipped in July 2025. 

AHRI Releases July 2026 U.S. Heating and Cooling Equipment Shipment Data 

U.S. Manufacturers’ Shipments of Central Air Conditioners and Air-Source Heat Pumps

Notes and FAQs 
Industry data is aggregated from the information supplied 

by AHRI member companies that participate in the Statistics 
Program and can be subject to revision. Published year-to-
date data is inclusive of all revisions. No other AHRI data (e.g., 
by state or region) is available to the public other than that 
published. AHRI does not conduct any market forecasting and is 
not qualiþed to discuss market trends. BTUHs of 64.9 and below 
are for residential units; 65.0 and above for commercial. 

For previous monthly shipment releases and historical data, 
please see http://www.ahrinet.org/statistics. 
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FocusFocus
 

Over 20 Hvac Design Programs! 
Hvac Load Calcs (Both ACCA and ASHRAE), Duct 
Sizing, Energy Analysis, Sales Proposals, Pipe Sizing, 
Gas Vent Sizing, Psychrometrics, Refrigeration, More! 

Rhvac Online $49/up   ACCA approved 
Manual J, D, and S calculations. Works on 
phones, tablets, iPads, and computers 

www.elitesoft.com 

$199/up   To add CAD Drawing Features, Graphic 
Sales Proposals, Bill of Materials, & Gas Vent Sizing 
Register for Free Trial Version! 

New! 

Read the newest issue online!

ac-today.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MEPO OF OKLAHOMA, INC. 

 

  
We are a non-profit trade association in the State of Oklahoma. We work to 
give our members the tools they need to succeed in the Air Conditioning, 
Heating, Refrigeration, Electrical and Plumbing Industries.  

OK City Monthly Meeting 

October 8 ,2026 11:30 pm -1:00pm 

Charleston's Restaurant, 2000 S Meridian Ave, Oklahoma City, OK 73108, USA 

Tulsa Lunch Meeting 

No Schedule  

OUBCC Mtgs 

October 20, 2026  1:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

Heat Pump Mtg 

October 29 ,2026  6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Please RSVP with your and Guests Names text 918-282-7864. 

Visit https://mepo.org/cal/ for more dates. 
 

  

 

You do not have to be a member 
to attend our MEPO meetings 

If you would like to join MEPO the Association 
in Oklahoma that addresses Business Development,  

Codes and Licensing issues that effect your lively-hood 
Text/Call 918-282-7864  

 

 
 

 

MEPO OF OKLAHOMA, INC. 
 

  
We are a non-profit trade association in the State of Oklahoma. We work to 
give our members the tools they need to succeed in the Air Conditioning, 
Heating, Refrigeration, Electrical and Plumbing Industries.  

OK City Monthly Meeting 

Aug 13, 2025 11:30 pm -1:00pm 

Charleston's Restaurant, 2000 S Meridian Ave, Oklahoma City, OK 73108, USA 

Tulsa Lunch Meeting 

No Schedule  

OUBCC Mtgs 

Aug 19,  2025  1:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

Heat Pump Mtg 

Aug 28, 2025  6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Please RSVP with your and Guests Names text 918-282-7864 
 

  

 

You do not have to be a member 
to attend our MEPO meetings 

If you would like to join MEPO the Association 
in Oklahoma that addresses Business Development,  

Codes and Licensing issues that effect your lively-hood 
Text/Call 918-282-7864  

 

 
 

 

MEPO OF OKLAHOMA, INC. 
 

  
We are a non-profit trade association in the State of Oklahoma. We work to 
give our members the tools they need to succeed in the Air Conditioning, 
Heating, Refrigeration, Electrical and Plumbing Industries.  

OK City Monthly Meeting 

October 8, 2025 11:30 pm -1:00pm 

Charleston's Restaurant, 2000 S Meridian Ave, Oklahoma City, OK 73108, USA 

Tulsa Lunch Meeting 

No Schedule  

OUBCC Mtgs 

October 21,  2025  1:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

Heat Pump Mtg 

October 30, 2025  6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Please RSVP with your and Guests Names text 918-282-7864. 

Visit https://mepo.org/cal/ for more dates. 
 

  

 

You do not have to be a member 
to attend our MEPO meetings 

If you would like to join MEPO the Association 
in Oklahoma that addresses Business Development,  

Codes and Licensing issues that effect your lively-hood 
Text/Call 918-282-7864  

 

 
 

 

Want to expand your career with us? 
We’re always looking for talented 
customer-focused individuals. If you’re 
looking for a stable career with growth 
opportunities, apply today!

Join our team!

We’re Hiring!
  Territory Account Managers
  Counter Sales Associates
  Driver/Warehouse 

Associates
Plus other positions.

We Offer
  Competitive pay.
  Comprehensive benefits: 

medical, dental, vision, 401K, etc.
  Training and career 

development.
  Supportive team environment.

You can also send your resume to: Lynda.Morrow@gemaire.com

(559)658-1010
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COMING SOON
TO THE BRAZOS VALLEY
ACES AC SUPPLY AND AMERICAN STANDARD

AUSTIN - NORTH
1810 RUTHERFORD LANE

(512) 832-7881

BUDA
2845 BUSINESS PARK DR.

(512) 441-8998

CORPUS CHRISTI
1157 HENDRICKS ROAD

(361) 853-5050

FRIENDSWOOD
4021 ELLIS ROAD
(832) 481-1099

HOUSTON - NORTH
420 E. TIDWELL
(713) 691-5170

HOUSTON - SOUTH
5801 SOUTH LOOP E.

(713) 738-3800

HOUSTON - WEST
5248 BRITTMOORE ROAD

(713) 849-4070

SAN ANTONIO
3835 STAHL ROAD

(210) 656-6900

SAN ANTONIO
6814 ALAMO DOWNS PKWY 

(210) 457-5272

SPRING
601 SPRING HILL DR.

(281) 907-5000

STAFFORD
10155 MULA ROAD

(281) 977.6980

CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS 

4021 Ellis Road, Friendswood, TX 77546  
(832) 481-1099 

AUSTIN - NORTH
1

BRYAN-COLLEGE STATION
COMING SOON!

810 RUTHERFORD LANE
(512) 832-7881

BUDA
2845 BUSINESS PARK DR.

(512) 441-8998

CORPUS CHRISTI
1129 HENDRICKS ROAD

(361) 853-5050

FRIENDSWOOD
4021 ELLIS ROAD
(832) 481-1099

HOUSTON - NORTH
420 E. TIDWELL
(713) 691-5170

HOUSTON - SOUTH
5801 SOUTH LOOP E.

(713) 738-3800

HOUSTON - WEST
5248 BRITTMOORE ROAD

(713) 849-4070

SAN ANTONIO
3835 STAHL ROAD

(210) 656-6900

SAN ANTONIO
6814 ALAMO DOWNS PKWY 

(210) 457-5272

SPRING
601 SPRING HILL DR.

(281) 907-5000

STAFFORD
10155 MULA ROAD

(281) 977-6980

CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS 

4021 Ellis Road, Friendswood, TX 77546  
(832) 481-1099 

NEW!


